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Digitizing and Preserving Rare Images of 
Pathological Disorders of Grain Sorghum

PDIS – Plant Diagnostic 
Information System www.pdis.org
Dr. Larry Claflin
 International expert in grain sorghum 
 Over several decades he traveled the 
world taking pictures of grain sorghum 
diseases
 He has thousands of slides of grain 
sorghum diseases
 He wants his slides to be preserved, 
viewed and used by other people after he 
retires
Benefits
 Important images are preserved in a digital 
format
 Allows others to view images for educational, 
informational, or research purposes
 A significant food security resource for 
researchers
 Creates a protocol for uploading images and 
metadata that could be used for other similar 
projects
Protocol – Five Steps
 Image selection
 Metadata
 Digitization
 Verification
 Evaluation of procedures
Image selection – Dr. Claflin
Metadata – Dr. Claflin
 Corresponds to PDIS metadata fields
 Location – Country, state, county
 Photographer and institution
 Date
 Taxonomic & common names of host and 
disease/pest
 Keywords
 Description of image
 Additional resources – Not used for this project
 Image
Digitization - Scanning
Digitization - Correction
Digitization – Submitting Images
Verification – Accepted/Rejected

Evaluation of Procedures
 Extra details added once the process was 
started
 Directions created for scanning & 
correcting of images, and for uploading of 
images to PDIS
Worked with people at the PDIS to sort 
out any problems
